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** 1) SPRING FORWARD!

------------------------------------------------------------

This month's opening image is called "Flower Ball" by Takashi Murakami, currently on exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery. These bright, colourful, flowers with big smiley faces are a cheerful reminder of spring and a welcome remedy for the winter blahs. (http://www.vanartgallery.bc.ca) 

This month kicks off with Sequence at Presentation House, starring the awesome Amy Amantea. There are 2 described performances on offer for this show plus a discount rate and meet up options at the SeaBus. 
The CNIB BC is sponsoring VocalEye's description of The Velveteen Rabbit at the Waterfront Theatre on Granville Island. This is a family friendly show that includes a Touch Tour. Tickets are free for CNIB members.

The Arts Club recently announced its new season and we've been working with their Box Office to come up with a few more options for VocalEye users, including Friday night description dates. We want to encourage VocalEye users to become season subscribers because it helps us keep this program going. We've also added Arts Club subscriptions to our Ticket Access Program subsidy. Please check out the feature article below for all the details.

We welcome your feedback on these initiatives and appreciate your suggestions and recommendations all year round.

The theme for this year's International Women's Day is #PressForProgress. After you’ve moved that mountain, remember to spring forward for Daylight Savings Time on Sunday March 11. (https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme) 

Happy change of seasons!

Steph

** 2) DESCRIBED PERFORMANCES AND EVENTS...

------------------------------------------------------------

** 3) SEQUENCE

------------------------------------------------------------

Sequence will be described by Eileen Barrett twice: on Saturday March 17 at 8 pm and Saturday March 24 at 8 pm at Presentation House, 333 Chesterfield Avenue, North Vancouver. Tickets are priced at $20 for VocalEye users with Promo Code SEQ2018. Please call 604-990-3474 to purchase. VocalEye’s new Ticket Access Program provides rebates for those in financial need. Please contact buddies@vocaleye.ca  for details. (http://www.vocaleye.ca/shows/sequence/) 

We are always thrilled to partner with Realwheels, but especially so on this production, which features an integrated cast of performers who live with disabilities and those who do not. One of those performers is our very own Amy Amantea (VocalEye Vice-Chair and The Blind Beader) playing the role of Dr. Guzman, a research professor who is legally blind. Congratulations, Amy, we are so proud of you! We can't wait to describe your performance and this exciting new production!

This award-winning thriller written by Canadian playwright (and eye surgeon) Arun Larka, explores the interplay between logic and metaphysics, science and faith, luck and probability, determinism and free will through two narratives that intertwine like a fragment of DNA.

A research professor confronts a student who has defied probability by taking a multiple-choice exam, only to get every answer – 150 of them – wrong. Meanwhile, the “Luckiest Man Alive” – his status cemented by his uncanny ability to predict the winner of the Super Bowl coin toss for 20 years running – is confronted by a young woman who claims to know his secret.

(http://realwheels.ca) 

** 4) THE VELVETEEN RABBIT

------------------------------------------------------------

The Velveteen Rabbit will be described by Anika Vervecken on Sunday, March 18 at 11 am at the Waterfront Theatre, 1412 Cartwright Street, next to the Kids Market on Granville Island. Running time is 55 minutes, no intermission. This performance will be followed by a Touch Tour. FREE for CNIB members. (http://www.vocaleye.ca/shows/the-velveteen-rabbit/)
If you have a child with vision loss or if you're an adult with vision loss who has children in your life, this is a wonderful show to experience together. VocalEye's live description of this family friendly production is generously sponsored by the CNIB BC in celebration of the CNIB's centenary year. Tickets are FREE for CNIB clients. Please contact Vanessa.Bailey@cnib.ca 
This charming tale celebrates boundless imagination and the power of believing. With a dash of magic, three actors transform their playspace into a children’s nursery with a rocking horse, a cavalcade of mechanical toys, a kind-hearted fairy and a toy rabbit who is transformed by one little boy’s love. Read the full plot synopsis here (https://gallery.mailchimp.com/de65e4fe4220a1a668fdef7ee/files/c7678a7a-eda9-4ec1-b3b3-a73e2aadcc2c/THE_VELVETEEN_RABBIT_Plot_Synopsis.doc)

** 5) COMING UP...

------------------------------------------------------------

The Humans is a richly detailed, compassionate portrait of an ordinary family at odds, with itself and with the uncertainties of life, amidst a changing America. Described by Anika Vervecken on Sunday April 15, 2018 at 2 pm at the Arts Club Stanley, 2750 Granville Street, Vancouver. Tickets are $29 for VocalEye users, while they last. Please call the Box Office to purchase at 604-687-1644. (http://www.vocaleye.ca/shows/the-humans/)  

Misery, the Stephen King thriller, is back! Patrons raved about this show when we described it in Surrey. Steph Kirkland describes it again on Tuesday, April 24 at 7:30 pm at the Arts Club Granville Island, 1585 Johnston Street, Vancouver. Tickets are $29 for VocalEye users, while they last. Please call the Box Office to purchase at 604-687-1644. This performance will be followed by a Talk Back with the cast. (http://www.vocaleye.ca/shows/misery-2/) 

Salt Baby, a modern comedy about finding out who you really are. Described by Rick Waines on Sunday May 6, 2018 at 2 pm at the Belfry Theatre, 1291 Gladstone Avenue, Victoria. VocalEye users are eligible for a discount. Please call 250-385-6815 for more information. This performance will be followed by a Touch Tour. (http://www.vocaleye.ca/shows/salt-baby/) 

** 6) TIS THE SEASON TO SUBSCRIBE!

------------------------------------------------------------

VocalEye is thrilled to partner with the Arts Club Theatre for our ninth season of described performances that begins this September. 

I'm going to share a few insider secrets from the fabulous Arts Club Box Office team that I hope will explain how things work and give you some tips on how to make the system work best for you.  We hope that this info, combined with a few new options and special offers, will make it easier for you to get to the Stanley and Granville Island theatres more often, at prices you can afford.

Shows and Dates

The Arts Club 2018-19 season kicks off with The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, the multi-award winning adaptation of the popular mystery novel of the same name. The complete list of shows and description dates for the Arts Club Stanley and Granville Island is provided in this Word Doc (https://gallery.mailchimp.com/de65e4fe4220a1a668fdef7ee/files/7017c247-f30d-4200-83f1-f46c8ef50e8d/Arts_Club_VocalEye_2018_19.doc) 
And on our website
(http://www.vocaleye.ca/arts-club-description-dates-2018-19/) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Curious_Incident_of_the_Dog_in_the_Night-Time_(play)) 

Friday Night Live

You'll notice that we're adding a Friday night option to most Arts Club shows next season. This will give you two options for live description at both venues.

Friday nights tend to be more popular with everyone, so demand will be higher, which means seating availability will be more restricted than on our regularly scheduled Sundays and Tuesdays.

This is why we're getting the word out to you as early as we can. Single tickets don't go on sale to the public until August, but VocalEye users can put in requests for single tickets now on a priority basis. We just need one ticket booked for each show to guarantee description on the Friday night. Friday performances that have no VocalEye users booked are at risk of cancellation.

If you've already renewed your subscription, it's still possible to request a switch from the regular Sunday or Tuesday to the new Friday option for one or more performances. Deadline to do this is May 31, 2018.

Booking Tickets

How tickets are processed in priority order:

1. Renew your existing subscription and keep the seats you love (deadline to renew is April 30, 2018)

2. Become a new subscriber and enjoy the whole season with great seats at the lowest price (deadline May 31, 2018)

3. Subscribers can use their Mates Rate discount to purchase additional tickets before they go on sale to the general public

4. VocalEye single ticket priority requests, before August 2018

5. VocalEye single ticket purchases, after August 2018

Keep in mind, the earlier you request your single tickets, the better your chances of getting the seats and prices you want. The more popular the show, the higher the ticket prices will go as we move closer to the performance date. This is called "dynamic pricing".

Some of you have may have encountered this when trying to book tickets for a described performance only to discover that the $29 tickets are all gone and the next price point is well above the $49 or $59 single ticket price on offer at the start of the season. This can happen sooner than we think with popular shows like Beauty and the Beast, Mamma Mia!, Matilda and others. A basic rule of thumb is to book as early as you can for the shows you really want to see.

Prices

A breakdown of prices for subscriptions, single tickets and add-on performances can be found in this Word doc (https://gallery.mailchimp.com/de65e4fe4220a1a668fdef7ee/files/0e38703f-c732-48d8-90d4-637ae2e60e2d/AC_Prices_2018_19.doc)

When you're ready to order, please call the Arts Club Box Office and be sure to mention VocalEye. This will give you priority on any seats that have been set aside for VocalEye and will also reserve your equipment. The friendly Box Office staff will be happy to assist you with any questions, 604-687-1644. Hours are Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 8 pm and Sundays Noon to 5 pm. (http://artsclub.com/about/contact-us)
Perks

A season subscription will give you the best ticket price, the best seating options and other perks, including a 50/50 payment plan where you can pay half now and the remaining balance on July 15, 2018.

Purchase a Stanley subscription package and you'll receive a 2-for-1 voucher to a Granville Island show. There's also a great deal if you add on a Granville Island package.

Returning hits Beauty and the Beast and Mom's the Word 3 are not included in the subscription packages but can be added on, again with some savings if you have a subscription package. Deadline for those deals is May 31, 2018.

VocalEye's Ticket Access Program 

Arts Club subscriptions are now included in this program. VocalEye members who are in financial need may apply to VocalEye's Ticket Access Program for a maximum $50 rebate on a full Arts Club Stanley or Granville Island season subscription package. You must register with the program before making any purchase to be eligible for the rebate. Funds are limited. Please register with Donna: buddies@vocaleye.ca 
(http://www.vocaleye.ca/ticket-access-program/)

** 7) COMMUNITY...

------------------------------------------------------------

Events from our friends and colleagues that might be of interest. Please follow the links for details.

Mar 8 at 7:30 pm: Luminescence: Chanteuse to the Power of Three – Christa Couture, Kristina Shelden and Sarah Jickling. Presented by Wingspan Disability Arts and Culture at The Cultch, 1895 Venables Street, Vancouver. (http://wingspan.educ.ubc.ca/studio-live/) 

Mar 11 at 2 pm: We Believe in Music, a concert to celebrate performers who are blind. Presented by the Alliance for the Equality of Blind Canadians, St. James Community Square, 3214 W 10th Ave, Vancouver. (https://gallery.mailchimp.com/de65e4fe4220a1a668fdef7ee/files/6255d824-3fed-44c5-8175-6ca346ff0078/WE_BELIEVE_IN_MUSIC.doc) 

Mar 16 - 25: A Beautiful View, a haunting tale of love and friendship, produced by Naked Goddess productions (Wait Until Dark). Tickets are half price with the discount code "beautiful". Kits Neighbourhood House, 2305 W 7th Ave, Vancouver. (https://tickets.theatrewire.com/shows/a%20beautiful%20view/events) 

Mar 20 - 24: Tomorrow's Child, adapted from a short story by Ray Bradbury, this is a unique non-visual sensory experience for blindfolded audience members. Part of the Spark Festival at the Belfry Theatre in Victoria. (http://www.belfry.bc.ca/2018-spark-festival/) 

Update on the Rio Theatre: More than 20,000 signatures were collected. Now, they're raising funds to buy the building. Read about the latest campaign here (http://riotheatre.ca/save-the-rio/) 

** 8) VOCALEYE THEATRE BUDDIES...

------------------------------------------------------------

Theatre Buddies are available to guide VocalEye Members, 18 years of age and up, from a designated meet up location to and from selected theatres. To reserve a Buddy in Vancouver, please contact buddies@vocaleye.ca 
In Victoria, contact Linda Bartram at 250-595-5888. Buddies must be arranged 3 days in advance.

** 9) VOCALEYE TICKET ACCESS...

------------------------------------------------------------

VocalEye strives to lower barriers for members in financial need by providing rebates to reduce the price of admission to described shows. Members in Vancouver and the lower mainland can apply for assistance by contacting buddies@vocaleye.ca 
In Victoria, please contact lbartram@telus.net 
** 10) SUPPORT...

------------------------------------------------------------

VocalEye is now a registered charity (#80166 6702 RR0001) and able to issue tax deductible receipts for donations of any size. VocalEye's season supporters are gratefully acknowledged on our website (http://www.vocaleye.ca/support-us/sponsors/) 
DONATE HERE (https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=W6ZXMTEJ9MSGC)

** 11) REMINDERS...

------------------------------------------------------------

* VocalEye's complete season of described performances can be found on our website (http://vocaleye.ca/shows/) 
* Tickets and headsets must be reserved by calling the theatre, unless instructed otherwise.

* Be sure to mention VocalEye when booking your tickets to receive any discounts offered and indicate whether you have partial vision, a guide dog or other seating preferences. Seating options may be limited.

* Arrive early to pick up your equipment so you can be seated in time for a sound check and to listen to our pre-show introduction that includes brief descriptions of the set, characters and costumes. These begin 10 minutes before curtain.

* Our handheld receivers come with a single earpiece that can be worn on the left or right ear, or you can use your own earbuds or headphones. The audio signal is mono, so it will come through on only one side.

* VocalEye Memberships are FREE for people with vision loss.

* VocalEye Members are eligible for Theatre Buddy assistance, ticket discounts and equipment pickup without a deposit.

* VocalEye newsletters are available in your choice of formats: Plain Text or HTML with images. Both include a link at the top to a simple Word Doc format.

* Help us spread the word about described performances and arts access for people with vision loss by sharing this newsletter with those in your network.

* VocalEye respects your right to privacy. We will not rent, sell or trade our list. Our mailings are intended to inform you of our events, programs, services and fundraising activities. You may unsubscribe at any time.

Thank you for reading through. See you at the theatre!
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